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The Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee considered the proposal for revisions to the Sexuality Studies Minor at its meeting of 8 January 2009.  The proposed revision is the movement of three courses (HDFS 370: Human Sexuality in Context; Sociology 340: Sex and Love in Modern Society; Psychology 555: Adolescent Sexuality), which presently are electives for the minor, into the list of “central courses” for the minor.
As presently structured, the Sexuality Studies Minor requires 20 credit hours, with at least 10 credit hours taken from a list of 17 “central courses” (some of which are cross-listed courses) and the balance taken from either the list of “central courses” or a list of nine elective courses.  Other electives are available with the approval of the coordinating advisor.  With this revision, the list of “central courses” will expand to 20 courses.

The proposal for this revision argued that:

1) the focus of each of these three courses is central to Sexuality Studies, thereby meriting inclusion in the list of “central courses”;

2) adding these three courses will aid students in completing the minor in a timely manner, because many of the “central courses” are taught only once per year; and
3) adding these three courses will aid students in designing a minor that suits their personal and/or career interests.

After thorough discussion, the Subcommittee agreed with these justifications.  The Subcommittee then voted unanimously to approve the proposed revisions to the Sexuality Studies Minor, contingent upon resolving several minor issues with the Minor Information Sheet (i.e., consistency in summarizing the content of a course or not; clarify the requirements for a topics course to be approved as an elective).  The proponents of these revisions have addressed those contingencies, so the proposal is being moved to the CCI for its consideration. 
